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 Presi dent's Corner 
 
Thi s past fall, the Mi d-Atl anti c AP WA Chapter i n conj uncti on wi th 

Vi rgi ni a Tech successf ully hosted the firstPubli c Wor ks 

Institute sessi on at Bl acksburg, VA.  It was attended by over t wo 

dozen Publi c Works professi onal s.  The attendees ranged from 

di rectors to front li ne managers. Thi s di verse assort ment of 

perspecti ves facilitated mor e l earni ng bet ween the attendees and 

wi t h the i nstructors.  Feedback recei ved from the attendees and 

i nstructors was extremel y posi ti ve.  The next sessi on i s schedul ed f or 

April 5-7, 2016 i n Newport News, VA.  The PWI is a great 

opportuni ty for organi zati ons to devel op current and f uture l eaders 

to take over the rei ns of thei r agenci es.  

  

In October, the Mi d-Atl anti c AP WA Chapter Board hel d its annual  

strategi c pl anni ng session.  Bri an Patterson, the nati onal AP WA 

Chapter Me mbershi p Manager, attended our sessi on.  Bri an shared 

wi t h us the different approaches used by other AP WA chapters to achi eve thei r goal s.  Al so, 

he provi ded i nsi ght i nto the trends of AP WA national .  Duri ng our sessi on, we worked on 

creati ng measurabl e objecti ves.  We will focus on attai ni ng our three i dentifi ed goal s of 

Recrui ti ng Young Prof essi onal s, Me mbershi p Outreach and Educati on.  The Board was abl e 

to come up wi th some measureabl e obj ecti ves that will be shared wi th the chapter i n the 

near f uture vi a our websi te. 

 

The May 4-6, 2016 Mi d-Atl anti c AP WA 58t h Annual  Conf erence & Equi pment Show i n 

Roanoke, VA i s j ust around the corner.  Thi s year' s conf erence theme is "Publi c Works Gets 

Thi ngs Done."  Regi strati on f or the Spri ng Gol f Schol arshi p Tourna ment , Equi pment 

Roadeo, Attendees, Exhi bitors and Sponsors are now open.  Al so, the Call for Abstracts to 

present at the educati on sessi ons has been i ssued.  Further more, the chapter i s currentl y 

taki ng nomi nati ons f or the Chapter Awards.  The conf erence i s a great educati on and 

net worki ng event.  I hope to see everyone there i n May!  

  

As 2015 i s comi ng to a cl ose, I am thankf ul to be a part of Publi c Works i ndustry.  Publi c 

Wor ks prof essi onal s are 1st Responders but more i mportantl y we are 1st Provi ders.  Every 

day, the citi zens and customers of our muni ci paliti es are i mpacted by the work compl eted 

by Publi c Works prof essional s.  From the start of our resi dents' days when they take a 

shower, put out the trash or get on the road, thei r li ves are touched by Publi c Works.  Not 

everyone can defi niti vely state that they di d somet hi ng today to i mprove the li ves of 

ot hers.  Publi c Works prof essi onal s can emphaticall y make that statement.  I hope everyone 

has a Saf e and Happy Holi day Season and a prosperous 2016.  

 

Matt Vill areal e 

Chapter Presi dent 
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